Chapter 5: Exploring the World

LESSON 2: NORTH AMERICA —
FROM TUNDRA TO TROPICS
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North America (lllugration 5.2.1) is the
third largest continent comprisng dl the land
and adjacent idands north of and including the
Ishmus of Panama. A principd physcd
feature of North America is the North Ameri-
can Cordillera, a mountain region in the west
that extends from Alaska to Mexico and
includes the Rocky Mountains. Other important
physcd features are the Appdachian Moun-
tains, the Great Lakes, he Great Plains, and the
Missssppi River which, dong with the
Missouri and Ohio Rivers, makes up one of the
world' s longest river systems.

The Bering Strait separaes Ada in the
Eagtern Hemisphere from North America in the
Western. Many scholars believe that between
7,000 and 20,000 years ago the Bering Strait
was a land bridge that dlowed people from
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Asa to migrate to and populate North and
South America. These people are the ancestors
of today’'s Naive Americans — North
American Indians and Eskimos of Greenland,
Canada, and the U.S, and Middle American
Indians of Middle America In addition to
Native American culture, European and Afri-
can influences shaped North Ameica as
Europeans colonized the continent and brought
dave labor from Africa Over centuries, these
cultures combined in a variety of ways to create
the human landscape of today’ s North America

GREENLAND: THE FROZEN ISLAND

Greenland  (lllustration 5.2.1) is the
world's second largest idand — the largest
being Audrdia Lying mosly within the Arctic
Circle, an ice sheet, which is more than two
miles thick in some places, covers over four-
fifths of Greenland. Most of the population,
however, lives on the idand's warmer south-
west coad, which is not within the Arctic
Cirde. A former Danish colony, Greenland is
now a semiautonomous dsate of Denmark.
About 90 percent of its people are of mixed
Eskimo and Danish ancestry.

CANADA: A PLURAL STATE

Canada (lllugtration 5.2.2), a sdf-
governing dominion within the British Com-
monwealth of Nations, is the second largest
country in the world (only Russa is larger). It
conssts of ten provinces and three teritories.
Sating in the esst are the Atlantic Provinces
(Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward
Idand, and New Brunswick). Moving west, the
provinces of Quebec and then Ontario are next.
Moving father west are the Prairie Provinces
of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta. The
westernmost  province is British Columbia In
the north are the teritories known as the
Yukon, Northwest Territories, and Nunavut
(created from the eastern hdf of the Northwest
Teritoriesin April 1999).
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The capitd of Canada is Ottawa,
located in southeast Ontario. The largest and
most populous cities are Montredl, located in
Quebec on the Sant Lawrence River, and
Toronto, located in Ontario on Lake Ontario.
The Great Lakes dong with the Saint Lawrence
River foom a mgor shipping atery navigeble
by ocean-going vesds,

The Canadian Shidd dretches from the
Sant Lawvrence River and the Great Lakes
northwest to the Arctic Ocean. Formerly
referred to as a plateay, it is a region of ancient
rock and many lakes formed by the advance
and retreat of ice sheets. Centered on the
Hudson Bay, the shidd covers over hdf of
Canada. The area is rich in minerals and water
power.

Southeast of the Canadian Shidd in the
Atlantic Provinces is the northern section of the

DID YOU KNOW?

The greatest drop between Grest
Lakes occurs between Lakes Erie and

Ontario, faling 167 feet at Niagara Falls.

Appadachian Mountains which extend down
into the southeastern U.S. West of the shidd in
southwest Manitoba as well as most of Saskat-
chewan and Alberta are wheat-growing, oil-
rich plans or praries. This aea incudes the
northern reaches of the Great Plains a semi-
arid grasdand that extends south into Texas.
Along the western border of Alberta and in
British Colombia and the Yukon is the North
American Cordillera The cordillera in Canada
includes the Rocky Mountains, known as the
Canadian Rockies, and the Coast Mountains.
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PEOPLE

Most Canadians possess high living
dandards and live in an urbanized, postin-
dustrial society. The mgority of the population
is of European descent (gpproximately 48
percent of British origin and 31 percent of
French origin) and of Chrigian faith (gpprox-
imately 46 percent are Roman Catholic and 45
percent are Protestant). In Ontario and the
territories are large Indian minorities, and there
is a rapidy growing Adan population in the
west. Although Canada is a huge country, its
population is sndl — only one-tenth that of
the U.S. Moreover, most Canadians live within
100 miles of the U.S. border.

Unlike the U.S,, Canada has two officia
languages. English is the home languege to
about 62 percent of the population, and French
is the home language to 26 percent. Mogt
French-speaking Canadians live in  Quebec,
where 80 percent of the people are of French
origin. Montrea, Quebec, is second only to
Paris, France, as the largest French-spesking
city in theworld.

French-Canadians hold drongly to
French higory, tradition, and culture, while
most other Canadians prefer British customs.
This separation of French and British language
and culture has inhibited the formation of a
sngle combined culture in Canada and makes
Canada aplural state.

ECONOMY

Canadals wedth of natura resources
makes it a progperous nation. Forests covering
46 percent of the country support wood-
processng indudries. Minerds found in the
Canadian Shiedd make Canada one of the
world's leading minera exporters. Cod, all,

Unit 5: Geography and Earth Science
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Illustration 5.2.2
and naturd gas are adundant in the Prarie speaking Canadas leading financid and

Provinces, and agriculture in these provinces
produces mgor exports of grans and medt.
The Atlantic Provinces and British Columbia
provide most of Caneda’s fishing catch, and
the aeds naurd beauty dtracts many
tourigts.

Manufacturing is a chief  economic
activity in Quebec and Ontario. The Gresat
Lakes and Saint Lawrence River form a chief
trading artery, with Montred and Toronto as
principd ports. Toronto is dso Englig

Unit 5: Geography and Earth Science

communications center. The U.S. is Canadd's
leading trade patner and an  important
financid investor.

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:
FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA

The United Saes of Ameica
(Illugretion 5.2.3), the fourth largest country
in the world, includes 50 states and one
federd digrict, the Digrict of Columbia
Canada and the Pecific Ocean separate
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Alaska and Hawaii, respectivdy, from the
other 48 dates, making the U.S. a frag-
mented state. The U.S. dso holds territories
in the Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean.
Because of their geographic locations, these
territories and Hawaii, will be discussed later
in the sections about Middle America and
Oceania

Like Canada, dgnificant terran
features of the U.S. include the Great Lakes,
Great Plains, Appdachians, and the North
American Cordillera. The Appdachians run
1,600 miles from eastern Canada to Alabama.
East and south of the Appdachians is the
Gulf-Atlantic Coastal Plain, characterized by
flat, low-lying coedlines in contrast to the
mountainous coadlines dong the Padfic.
Stretching west of the Appdachians are the
Interior Plains, fertile lowlands that were once
covered by an inland sea. Even father west
ae the Great Plains, a tredess plateau area
that gradudly rises to the foathills of the
Rockies.

As mentioned previoudy, the Rocky
Mountains, or Rockies, are pat of the North
American Cordillera and extend from New
Mexico north through the U.S. (Southern,
Centra, and Northern Rockies) into Canada
(Canadian Rockies) and Alaska (Brooks
Range). The Cordllera dso includes the
Alaska Range dong the south coast of
Alaska, home to Mount McKinley, the
highest point in North America. Farther west
of the Rockies in the continentd U.S, the
Cordillera includes the Cascade Range with
volcanic pesks like Mount Ranier; the Sera
Nevada; and the Coast Ranges.

Between the Rockies and these
wedtern ranges is the Intermontane Region.
This region consss of plateaus, basins, and
lower ranges. There are also several desertsin
this area, one of which is Deah Vdley in
Southern Cdifornia and Southern Nevada
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Rivers like the Columbia and
Colorado have cut deep gorges through the
Intermontane Region. One such gorge cut by
the Colorado River in Arizona is the Grand
Canyon, which is up to 1 mile deep, 4 to 18
miles wide, and more than 200 miles long.

The  Continentd  Divide,  which
follows the crest of the Rocky Mountans,
separates the rivers that drain into the Pecific
Ocean from those that drain into the Atlantic.
The Columbia and Colorado Rivers flow west
from the Rockies supplying power, irrigation,
and water to western states. On the other side
of the Rockies, the Missouri River flows esst
then south to meet the Missssppi River near
S. Louis, Misouri. Farther south a Cairo,
[llinois, the Ohio River meets the Missssppi.
These three rivers make up the Mississppi
River Sysem, which drains the mid-western
U.S. and is the chief river sysem of North
America

PEOPLE

People of the U.S. have been shaped
by the wide variety of immigrant groups who
have made the U.S. their home over the past
two centuries Many of the origina European
sHtlers came to the “New World” to build
better lives based on freedom and equdity.
Therr beiefs became the bass of American
social and paliticd life.

Unlike Canadians, people of European
descent in the U.S. mixed to form a collective
group, and immigrants to the U.S. continue to
become a pat of mandream American
society — thus, the U.S. nickname *“the
melting pot.” In some cases, however, this
mixing does not occur. Consequently,
immigrants and ther descendants  find
themsdves, willingy or not, in ehnic
communities inhabited by racia minorities

Unit 5: Geography and Earth Science
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Like their Canadian neighbors, Amer-
icans enjoy a high gandard of living. Both
countries are rich in naura resources tha
contribute to a productive economy. Many
Americans relocate as economic opportunities
ghift from place to place. In fact, Americans
are the most mobile people in the world, with
19 percent of the population changing res-
dence each year

REGIONS

The continental U.S. is often divided
into the following regions (lllugtration 5.2.4)
based on physcd landscapes, dominant cul-
tures, and/or mgjor economic activities,

New England is famous for its naturd
harbors, colorful autumns, picturesque vil-
lages, and higdtoric Stes daing from colonid
times. Touriam, recredtion, fishing, foredry,
and faming in the region's fatile valeys ae
important economic  activities. Manufacturing
is a leading source of income in southern New
England daes, making them pat of the
Manufacturing Belt aswell.

The Manufacturing Belt was the
country’s economic leader between the Civil
War (1861 — 1865) and the decline of the
indugrial age in the 1970s Since then,
Americds economy has turned from tradi-
tiond menufacturing to highttech industries.
Although manufacturing remains  important,
fad-growing areas in the west and south
provide competition for the Manufacturing
Bdt. Nevethdess some cities such as
Boston, New York City, and Washington,
D.C. are booming in this high-tech age.

The Agricultural Heartland has vast
aress of fertile land for crop growth and dary
and livestock production. lowa and lllinois
are the center of the Corn Belt. West of the
Corn Bdt in the Great Fains is the Whesat
Bdt. Even the economies of large cities in the
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region, like Kansas City, Minnegpolis, and
Denver, ae based on agriculture operating
maor processng centers for grans and
livestock.

The  South  remaned  isolated
economicadly and culturdly from the rest of
the country following the Civil War. Then, in
the 1960s, interest in the South resurfaced,
and it became the United States most rapidly
changing region. With its wam dimate and
fertile soils, agricultur  aeas began to
produce highvalue products like beef, poul-
try, and soybeans. At the same time, tourists
began flocking to the region's coadtd
beaches. Atlanta, Houston, Miami, Tampa,
and New Orleans grew into booming cities
practicdly overnight, and high-tech industries
continue to move into the region today.

The Southwest is an area of vast, open
space, characterized by long, hot summers.
The esstern portion of the region contains
abundant supplies of oil and natura gas that
provide much of its economic wedth. This
region also successfully represents  the
podindudtriad revolution with eectronic and
space-technology facilities located between
Houston (on the dividing line between the
South and Southwest regions), San Antonio,
and Ddllas-Fort Worth.

The Interior  Periphery includes
Alaska and the area dretching from the Sierra
Nevada-Cascade Range to the Rocky
Mountains. The region is isolated, rugged,
and sparsely populated. Despite its disadvan
tages, the Interior Periphery is one of the
Eath’'s magor dorehouses of mingd and
energy resources. During the oil shortage of
the 1970s, oil companies explored Alaska,
Wyoming, and Colorado in search of petro-
leum and naturd gas. Minerds mined in the
region include cod, uranium, copper, lead,
zinc, platinum, gold, slver, and nickd.

93



Chapter 5: Exploring the World

The West Coast covers the area on the
Pacific coast between the Serra Nevada
Cascade Range and the Pecific Ocean. This
region, despite being earthquake prone, has a
hospitable  environment  with  year-round
agreeable westher south of San Francisco.

Lesson 2: North America — From Tundra to Tropics

Magor development of the region took
place after World War 11 (1939 — 1945), much
of it in Cdifornia, an innovator of nationd
culture and industry and the most populated
date. In Oregon and Washington, long-
danding economic activities like logging and
fishing dill thrive Indudridization dso exids
in the form of duminum and aroaft
manufacturing.
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Mustration F. Regions of the United States
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A great advantage to this region in the current
globd economy isits proximity to Asa

MIDDLE AMERICA: SEPARATING
ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC

Middle America (lllugtration 5.2.1)
conditutes dl the land and idands south of
the U.S. and north of the South American
continent. It is a crucid barrier between the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans and a bridge from
North America to South Ameica Midde
America congsts of:

Mexico, a large country that dominates
Middle America in sze, population, and
economic wedth

Centrd America, condging of seven
countries. Bdize, Guatemada, Honduras,
El Sdvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and
Panama

The West Indies, which separate into the
Bahamas, the Greater Antilles that include
the larger idands (Cuba, Higpaniola
Jamaica, and Puerto Rico), and the Lesser
Antillesthat include dl other idands.

A mgor geogrephic feature of Middle
America is the Sera Madre Mountain
System, which is the southernmogt part of the
North American Cordillera. This area forms
the junction of the North American Cordillera
and the outlying reaches of the Andes a
amilar cordillera in South America. The area
dso maks the collison of saverd tectonic
plates. Because of this, Middle America is
mosly mountainous, with active volcanoes
and earthquakes.

Unfortunatdy, Middle America is the
leest developed region in the Americas, and
many Middle Ameican people live in pov-
ety. Much of the aea is dso paliticaly
ungable. These two factors drive many
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Middle Americans to cross the border into the
U.S. looking for a better existence.

MEXICO: MERGING CULTURES

Mexico (Illugration 5.2.1) congss of
31 dates and the Federd Didrict of Mexico
City, its capitd. Mexicos dgnificant
geographic  features include the Bga Cdi-
fornia Peninsula in the northwest, an extent
son of Cdifornias Coast Ranges, the Gulf of
Cdifornia that separates the Bga Cdifornia
Peninsula from the ret of Mexico. Also
noteworthy is the Rio Grande River which
separates Texas from Mexico. The Yucatdn
Peningula in the southeest and the Sera
Madre Mountain System comprise two other
mgjor features of Mexico.

Seara Madre Dd Sur in the south
glits as it nears Mexico City, dividing into
Seara Madre Occidentd in the west and
Seara Madre Orientd in the east. These
mountains frame Mexico's centrd plaeau,
which is 8,000 feet in eevation in the south
near Mexico City and declines to 3,600 feet at
the Rio Grande. The plateau is desart in the
north, contains shdlow lakes and swamps in
the center, and has tropicd forests in the
south. Generdly, Mexico has a dry climate
with only 12 percent of the country receiving
adequate rainfdl.

Important Historical/Political Considerations

Mexico was the hbirthplace of severd
great Indian civilizations, including the Maya
and Aztec. In the 1500s, Spanish conquista-
dors conquered the Indians and made Mexico
a Spanish colony. Indians became laborers for
the Spanish, and a medizo class (of mixed
Spanish and Indian blood) developed.
Colonigs gained independence from Spanish
rule in 1821, and Mexico became a federd
republic in 1823.
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People

Mexico's populaion has grown
rapidy in the twentieth century more than
tripling from 1940 to 1980. In 1991, it was 19
million, more than the combined populations
of dl the other Middle American countries
and idands. Only one-third of the population
lives in rurd aress, 68 percent resde in towns
and cities Over one-hdf of the people in
Mexico live in a zone that centers on Mexico
City and extends from Veracruz in the east to
Guaddgarain the west.

Sxty pecent of Mexicans ae
mestizo, 29 percent are Indian, and 9 percent
are European. Ninety-five percent are Roman
Catholic. Spanish is the officid language of
Mexico. Five million Mexicans dso spesking
an Indian language and 1 million spesking an
Indian language only. In addition to language,
Mexican culture has been influenced by
Indian dress, food, art, and architecture. In
fact, Mexican culture is truly a mixture of
both European and Indian culturd traits.

Economy

For amost 100 years after Mexican
independence, most of the famable land
belonged to wedthy Spanish landowners who
left much of the land uncultivated. Conse-
quently, the country did not produce enough
to feed its citizens. In 1910, a revolution to
redigribute land began. The Conditution of
1917 made redigtribution the law. Today, the
government has redidributed over hdf of the
cultivable land to mogly peasant commun-
ities. Although these communities tend to use
outdated farming methods to grow Mexican
saples (corn, beans, and squash) for their own
consumption, commercid agriculture  uses
modern irrigation and farming techniques to
produce high-value crops and livestock, like
cotton, whest, and céttle.
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Since World War 1l, Mexico has
enjoyed considerable economic growth. The
country’s minera  resources include dlver,
copper, zinc, and lead. Mexico is a leading
producer of oil and natura gas. Manufactur-
ing is ds0 a source of economic wedth,
egpecidly in Mexico City and the border
cities of Cuidad Judez/El Paso and Tijuanal
San Diego.

Although the discovery of ol and
natural gas brought Mexico great prosperity,
the country borrowed heavily in the 1970s as
ol prices soared. When oil prices fdl it was
saddled with a huge foreign debt it could not
pay off. Today, Mexico continues to drive for
improvements in industry and agriculture as it
druggles with its huge nationd debt and a
skyrocketing population growth rate.

CENTRAL AMERICA: A LAND OF UNREST

Centr  America (llludration 5.2.1)
occupies the narrow dorip of land in the
southernmost part of North America between
Mexico and South America The narrowest
point in Certrd America spans 40 miles from
the Pecific to the Caibbean and lies in
Panama. The Panama Cand, constructed by
the U.S. from 1904 to 1914, is a 51-milelong
waterway cut across centra Panama connect-
ing the Atlantic Ocean, by way of the
Caribbean Sea, to the Pecific Ocean. Instead
of saling around South America to get from
the Atlantic to the Pecific (which can take
about two weeks), ships can make the trip in
seven to eight hours by way of the cand.

The interior of Centrd America is
mosly mountainous, with low-lying coedd
plans on both the Pacific and Caribbean
Sdes The aea has an active zone of

Unit 5: Geography and Earth Science
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volcanoes and earthquakes. The highlands
and the Pacific sde of Centrd Ameica are
more hogpitable to human habitation than the
Caribbean side which tends to have hotter,
wetter weather. Much of the area receives
adequate ranfdl, with heavy ranfdl in the
ead. Where rainfall exceeds 100 inches and
humankind has left nature untouched, tropica
ran foreststhrive in Centrd America

Important Historical/Political Considerations

Much of Centrd Americds history
pardlds Mexico's history. Spanish explorers
conquered the area dong with Mexico. With
the exception of Bdize (formerly under
British rule), Span ruled Centrd America
until the colonies declared independence —
most in the early 1800s.

Since their independence, Guatemda,
El Sdvador, and Nicaragua have had a history
of repressve governments, military  rule,
amed rebdlions, terorism, and civil war.
Their proximity to Honduras, a democratic
republic, has aso caused that more dable
country to suffer. As in Mexico, problems
have occurred over the huge gap between
wesdlthy landowners and the poor, and con
flicts dso exit between various Indian and
mestizo groups.

In contrast to this political ing&bility,
Cogta Rica, which has an old democratic
tradition, has remaned politicaly <able for
most of the past 175 years. Panama, dso a
democracy, is buffered from the rest of
Centrd Ameicas drife by Costa Rica
Bdize, Centrd Americas only monarchy, is
farly sable aswell.

People
In generd, the mgority of Centrd

Americans are medizo with Indian and white
minorities.  Exceptions  include  Guatemaa

Unit 5: Geography and Earth Science
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where dmog hdf of the populaion is pure
Indian; Belize where hdf of the population is
black or mulatto (of mixed black and white
ancestry); and Codta Rica where there is a
large mgority of Spanish and rdatively recent
European immigrants.

Like Mexicans, the mgority of
Centrd Americans ae  Spanishgpesking
Catholics; some spesk Indian languages as
well. Because of its British heritage, Belize is
an exception: English is the offidd language
and 35 percent of its population is Protestant.
Many Panamanians aso spesk English, since
Panama has had ggnificant contact with the
U.S. dueto U.S. interest in the Panama Canal.

Many people in Centrd America
become refugees, leaving their countries
because of politicd and economic ingability.
Honduras is the poorest, least developed
country in Centrd Ameica, while Cogta
Ricans have the highet sandard of living and
a literacy rae and life expectancy more like
that inthe U.S.

Economy

Agricultural  exports  like  bananas,
coffee, and sugarcane, are the mainday of
Centrd Ameicas economy. Unfortunately,
politicd ingtability and feuds over the redigtri-
bution of farmland have hurt agriculture in
many countries and discouraged foreign
invesment and tourism. The Caribbeanlike
Bdize and stable Cogta Rica, however, atract
many tourists. Costa Rica aso produces beef
for export, and Panama earns much of its
income from shipping through the use of the
Panama Candl.

THE WEST INDIES ISLAND PARADISE
The West Indies (lllugtration 5.2.1) is

an achipdago (a group of idands) that
extends in an ac from Horida in North
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America to Venezuda in South America. This
arc separates the Caribbean Sea from the Gulf
of Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean. Many of
the idands are the tops of mountains risng
from the floor of the sea. The idands divide
into three man groups the Bahamas the
Greater Antilles, and the Lesser Antilles.

The Bahamas consst of about 700
idands and 2,400 reefs. Because most of the
idands are low, flat, and riverless, so people
inhabit only about 20 of them. They begin 50
miles off the southeast coast of Florida and
extend for 600 miles southeast into the
Atlantic Ocean, ending near the idand of His-
paniola. Hispaniola, divided into Haiti and the
Dominican Republic, is pat of the Greater
Antilles dong with Cuba, Jamaica, and Puerto
Rico. These four idands located in the
Caribbean Sea are the largest in the West
Indies The remaning smdler idands ae
known asthe Lesser Antilles.

Important Historical/Political Considerations

In 1492, Columbus discovered the
Bahamas, and European colonization of the
entire Caribbean area quickly followed. Sugar
plantations prospered at the expense of the
Caibbean Indians, the origind inhabitants,
who perished in davery. Africen daves
replaced them. Countries disputed over rights
to many of the idands and some idands
passed from colonid power to colonia power.
Today, most of the idands have ganed
independence.

The U.S. acquired Puerto Rico from
Span  dfter the SpanishAmerican  War
(1898). In 1917, Puerto Ricans attained U.S.
citizenship, and in 1952, the country became a
sdf-governing territory of the United States.
The U.S. purchased the 52 western Virgin
[dands from Denmark in 1917, and the
people of these idands became U.S. citizens
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in 1927. The 36 eastern Virgin Idands belong
to England.

People

The West Indies is one of the most
densdly populated pats of North America
There are currently 34 million people living in
the West Indies, dmost 11 million of them in
Cuba Unlike the rest of Middle America, the
origind Indians of the Caribbean did not
survive European colonization. Forced into
plantation labor, they died by the thousands.
The few hundred remaning Indians mixed
with African daves brought to replace them,
and the pure Caribbean Indian disappeared.

With the exceptions of Cuba and
Puerto Rico where the mgority of people are
of Spanish descent, people of African descent
make up the mgority in the West Indies.
African heritage is visble in village condruc-
tion, local markets, food, and art.

Because of the idands higtory of
European colonization, European influences
dso exid. For example, British influence
aurvives in the Bahamas, Jamaica, and Gre-
nada; Spanish influence can be seen in Cuba,
the Dominican Republic, and Puerto Rico.
French influence is evident in Halti,
Guadeloupe, and Martinique. Dutch customs
ae readily observed in the Netherlands
Antilles. Likewise, languages spoken in the
idands include English, Spanish, French, and
Dutch. Because of this diversty, the people of
the West Indies practice many religions, with
Roman Catholicism the mogt predominant. In
Cuba, which is a communist country, reli-
gious practiceis discouraged.

Economy

The warm climate of the Wes Indies,
the clear Caribbean waters, and the beautiful
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beaches support a large tourigt industry,
paticulaly cruise ships Yet, with the
exceptions of Puerto Rico and Cuba, poverty
is the rule in this area. Haiti is the poorest
nation in the Western Hemisphere, and the
dumsin its capital, Port-au-Prince, are among
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the worg in the world. Agriculture (sugar,
coffee, bananas, among other crops) is the
man economic activity in the West Indies.
Since the best land grows crops for export,
rather than for locd consumption, many loca
people are undernourished.
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